Class 1 What is Truth? And the Theological Virtues
37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” – Jn 18:37-38
What is the nature of truth? 
Reality is what is, that which exists actually and independently of our minds. Truth is a statement that corresponds to reality, not to opinion. 

The search for God is the search for truth, the Ultimate Truth: the truth about man, about existence, about the meaning of life and of our destiny after mortal life has ended. To search for truth, one must presuppose that there is a truth to be found. Divine Truths can be known by reason aided by Revelation. 

Objective Truth v. Subjective Truth

Objective Truth is objectively true for all cultures, times, peoples even if they do not recognize it to be true. The truth is based on the object being observed and not the subject making the assessment. Humans need food and water to survive. Slavery is an immoral act against the dignity of the human person. The temperature is 72 degrees. 

Subjective Truth is true for the subject making the claim, even though it may not be true for others. 
It is so hot in the room. I think it feels fine. That homily was awful. I thought it was sufficient. While feelings and emotions can provide insight, they may not always be trusted as objectively true. 

	Objective Elements of Faith
	Subjective Elements of Faith

	1. Head
	1. Heart - Feelings

	2. Doctrine
	2. Personal Relationship - Prayer

	3. Understanding the Faith
	3. Living the Faith



- Truths cannot contradict themselves because they come from the same source. God. As Catholics we should seek to provide objective truth in a way that appeals to their subjective experiences. 
- Truth, then, has to do with the intelligibility of the world and human capacity to know it. The adjective “true” describes the accurate perception of reality and also the logical reasoning based upon that perception. – Sr McGuan https://www.simplycatholic.com/truth-and-truthfulness/
- Faith and Reason are like two wings on which the human spirit rises to the contemplation of truth; and God has placed in the human heart a desire to know the truth—in a word, to know himself—so that, by knowing and loving God, men and women may also come to the fullness of truth about themselves. – St John Paul II, Fides et Ratio, 1998 

Relativism: the doctrine that knowledge, truth, and morality exist in relation to culture, society, or historical context, and are not absolute at all times and under all circumstances. There are no universal truths, it may have been true in another historical context but not today. Some common relativist statements.

· That may be true to you, but it’s not true for me.
· You have your truth and I have my truth.
· Don’t push your beliefs on me; everybody needs to find their own truth about God. 
· Just because something is right for you doesn’t mean it’s right for me. 
The God who is Truth
“The sum of your word is truth; and every one of your righteous ordinances endures forever.”
· Psalm 119:160
CCC 2465 The Old Testament attests that God is the source of all truth. His word is truth. His law is truth. His faithfulness endures to all generations. Since God is true, the members of His people are called to live in truth. 
CCC 2466 In Jesus Christ, the whole of God's truth has been made manifest. 
CCC 2467 Man tends by nature toward the truth. He is obliged to honor and bear witness to it: "It is in accordance with their dignity that all men, because they are persons . . . are both impelled by their nature and bound by a moral obligation to seek the truth, especially religious truth. They are also bound to adhere to the truth once they come to know it and direct their whole lives in accordance with the demands of truth."
CCC 2469 "Men could not live with one another if there were not mutual confidence that they were being truthful to one another." The virtue of truth gives another his just due.
CCC 2500 Truth carries with it the joy and splendor of spiritual beauty. Truth is beautiful in itself. 
CCC 1 God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make him share in his own blessed life. For this reason, at every time and in every place, God draws close to man. He calls man to seek him, to know him, to love him with all his strength. He calls together all men, scattered and divided by sin, into the unity of his family, the Church. To accomplish this, when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son as Redeemer and Savior. In his Son and through him, he invites men to become, in the Holy Spirit, his adopted children and thus heirs of his blessed life.
	God’s Gifts
	Human Response

	Charity
As we come to know and trust, we open ourselves to His Love and Goodness.
	Charity
Once we have experienced His love, we offer our love of God and Neighbor in return.

	Hope
With this gift of understanding, we begin to trust in his promises
	Hope
Due to this reception of His love and responding with Love our trust is strengthened and deepened.

	Faith
God’s Revelation allows for us to grasp some knowledge and understanding of Him
	Faith
We respond to His love and our hope by seeking a greater understanding and depth to the faith he reveals as part of Salvation History.


CCC 1813 The theological virtues are the foundation of Christian moral activity; They are infused by God into the souls of the faithful l to make them capable of acting as his children and of meriting eternal life. There are three theological virtues: faith, hope, and charity.77
The “Door of Faith” is always open for us… To enter through that door is to set out on a journey that lasts a lifetime.” – Pope Bendict XVI 
Faith
Hebrews 11:1-3 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  For by it the men of old received divine approval.  By faith we understand that the world was created by the Word of God, so that what is seen was made out of things which do not appear.
[bookmark: -205]CCC 1814 Faith is the theological virtue by which we believe in God and believe all that he has said and revealed to us, and that Holy Church proposes for our belief, because he is truth itself. By faith "man freely commits his entire self to God." For this reason, the believer seeks to know and do God's will. "The righteous shall live by faith." Living faith "work(s) through charity." 
CCC1815 The gift of faith remains in one who has not sinned against it. But "faith apart from works is dead": when it is deprived of hope and love, faith does not fully unite the believer to Christ and does not make him a living member of his Body.
Faith is a Supernatural virtue in which the intellect moved by God assents to what God has revealed because he has revealed it. 
Hope
CCC 1817 Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ's promises and relying not on our own strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
CCC 1818 The virtue of hope responds to the aspiration to happiness which God has placed in the heart of every man; it takes up the hopes that inspire men's activities and purifies them so as to order them to the Kingdom of heaven; it keeps man from discouragement; it sustains him during times of abandonment; it opens up his heart in expectation of eternal beatitude. Buoyed up by hope, he is preserved from selfishness and led to the happiness that flows from charity.
1 Pt 3:15 “But in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you.” 
Charity 
CCC 1822 Charity is the theological virtue by which we love God above all things for his own sake, and our neighbor as ourselves for the love of God.
CCC 1828 The practice of the moral life animated by charity gives to the Christian the spiritual freedom of the children of God. He no longer stands before God as a slave, in servile fear, or as a mercenary looking for wages, but as a son responding to the love of him who "first loved us":
If we turn away from evil out of fear of punishment, we are in the position of slaves. If we pursue the enticement of wages, . . . we resemble mercenaries. Finally, if we obey for the sake of the good itself and out of love for him who commands . . . we are in the position of children. – St. Basil
Act of Faith
O my God, I firmly believe
that you are one God in three divine Persons,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
I believe that your divine Son became man
and died for our sins and that he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe these and all the truths
which the Holy Catholic Church teaches
because you have revealed them
who are eternal truth and wisdom,
who can neither deceive nor be deceived.
In this faith I intend to live and die.
Amen.

Act of Hope
O Lord God,
I hope by your grace for the pardon
of all my sins
and after life here to gain eternal happiness
because you have promised it
who are infinitely powerful, faithful, kind,
and merciful.
In this hope I intend to live and die.
Amen.

Act of Love
O Lord God, I love you above all things
and I love my neighbor for your sake
because you are the highest, infinite and perfect good, 
worthy of all my love.
In this love I intend to live and die.
Amen.

 Fr Luke 2

